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the sacred fire to the house of the Pazzi was abolished.45
An artist was employed at the public expense to represent
on the walls of the Bargello the bodies of the traitors to the
Republic suspended, as a mark of infamy, by the feet And
a medal4G was struck, by order of the Signona, representing
the choir of the cathedral, the heads of Lorenzo and Giuhano,
and the attacks made upon them.

While the fury of the Florentines was thus at a white heat
against those who had perpetrated this crime and come so
near bringing their country under such a yoke as Sixtus IV
had intended, Lorenzo showed in the midst of the frenzy of
his city one trait which is deserving of notice, and it was an
inherited one. Whether he felt that, notwithstanding the
part in the matter which the one member of the Riario fam-
ily who had come to Florence had played, the latter had
been only a tool in the hands of older men, or whatever the
cause, it was to Lorenzo that the young cardinal, Rafaello
Riario, entirely owed the saving of his life. When the up-
roar in the cathedral took place the young cardinal took ref-
uge, as already noted, at the high altar, whence he dared not
stir. Lorenzo, on reaching home, sent a party of his retain-
ers to protect him, and to conduct him to the Medici Palace,
the sole place in the whole city where he could be in safety;
there he kept him hidden for some days until the violence
of the people had cooled down, and then sent him away in
secrecy to Rome. Lorenzo showed similar magnanimity in
saving the lives of Rafaello Maffei, the brother of the priest
who had attempted to murder him, and of Averaido Salviati,
a near relation of the Archbishop who had taken so promi-
nent a part in the plot.

Such, then, was the Pazzi Conspiracy. It differs in no way
from the most brutal highway murder and robbery except
in its consummate treachery and the high position of its
authors. Yet it will scarcely be credited that some writers
have styled it a praiseworthy act. Thus, for instance, we find
Sismondi crediting the chief actors in the Pazzi Conspiracy